
How To Open Your Hood When Cable Is Broken 
By Jerry Smith 

 
 
The following procedure was performed on a car with the hood already removed so that 
you can see how this works. 
 

Here is a picture of the lock 
mechanism.  What you don’t 
see is there is a “V” shaped 
tab at the bottom that you 
need the end of the saw 
frame to push against. 

 
 

 



 
 
 
Here is the lower portion of the lock mechanism:  

There is a keyhole in the cowl side of the frame 
(you can see light coming down thru the cowl 
vents on the right side). 
 

 
  



 
 
 
 

The tool needed can be fashioned out of a coping saw as shown in the following steps. 
  

Step 1. Buy a cheap coping saw, preferably with 
the easily removable blade end as shown here. 

 
  



Step 2. Remove the end blade attachment, as 
shown here. 

 
  



Step 3. Saw off the end and weld an extension 
approximately 1 inch lower that the side with the 
handle. Also, note the electrical tape on the top 
of the frame to protect your paint in the cowl 
vents. 
 

 
  



Step 3. Insert the saw into the 6
th

 cowl vent 
opening from the passenger wiper arm as shown 
here. 
 

 
  



Step 4. Rotate the saw frame as shown below by 
inserting into the vertical “key hole” and angle it 
towards the driver’s headlight. When you can pull 
the saw handle slightly towards yourself you will 
be able to feel the bottom V-tab. 
 
 
 

 
  



 

 

Step 5. Hold tool as shown, note thumb on the 
horizontal edge of the saw frame as shown here.  
 
 
 
 
 
Step 6. The keyhole will act as a fulcrum for the 
lever and allow you to easily unlock the hood. 
 
 
  
Work the tool as necessary to push the V-tab 
underneath the lock towards the passenger side.  
 

  
You may need to have someone push downwards on the hood where the lock is located to 
relieve the pressure as you do this. In my case, this was not necessary as you can see 
from the video. 
I have done this repeatedly with no problem. In fact it worked the first time I tried it. Inserting the 
tool into the keyhole was instrumental in getting a procedure that works the first time, every time. 



 


